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Gun rights activists celebrate the news from US Supreme Court June 26, 2008 that Americans
have a constitutional right to bear arms, ending a ban on owning handguns in Washington, DC
in its first ruling on gun rights in 70 years. The court's 5-4 landmark decision -- on whether the
right to keep and bear arms is fundamentally an individual or collective right -- said the city's law
violated the second amendment of the US constitution which the justices said guaranteed
citizens the right to keep guns at home for self-defense. AFP PHOTO / TIM SLOAN (Photo
credit should read TIM SLOAN/AFP/Getty Images)

Read The Absurd, Unedited Interview With Gun
Control Advocates Who Sent Graphic Failed
Suicide Images To DC Officials

PHILLIP STUCKY
6:56 PM 12/19/2016

Anti-gun activist group Betsy Riot launched a letter-writing campaign
that targeted elected officials nationwide in November, and the letters
continue to pour in.


http://dailycaller.com/author/phillip-stucky/

Below is an unedited transcript with the group, and it reveals a very
important undercurrent of liberal ideology.

The activists sent violent images of people with self-inflicted gunshot
wounds to the families of federal and state politicians who supported
gun rights nationwide. Since at least one of the images included a
suicide victim, The Daily Caller News Foundation wanted to dig deeper
to discover if the group had a coherent position on, well, anything.

The group cites a concern with gun-related deaths in the letters, but
continuously dodged questions regarding suicide and mental health.

Over two-thirds of every gun-related death is a suicide in any given year,
and those with a classified mental illness are three times more likely to
commit suicide.

What follows is the transcript of ramblings from the group that had no
idea how to answer a question central to the issue with which they are
concerned.

The group has sent letters to 768 lawmakers and NRA supporters. The
nebulous “change” the group seeks would be new if it weren’t President
Barack Obama’s campaign slogan way back in 2008. When it came
down to numbers, bills, and action, the activists at Betsy Riot were left
speechless.

Facebook conversation, Phillip Stucky:


http://dailycaller.com/2016/12/19/punk-patriots-attempt-to-terrorize-hundreds-of-gun-owners-with-explicit-suicide-photos/
https://www.thetrace.org/2015/11/gun-suicides-mental-illness-statistics/
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¢ The Betsy Riot MANAGE @

Typically replies in minutes

Hello, My name is Phillip, and I'm

a reporter with The Daily Caller
News Foundation. I'm doing a
story on your christmas card
campaign and was wondering if |
could get a statement from you
about the purpose behind the
campaign?

I'm unfamiliar with your
publication. Could you tell me
more about it?

Certainly, The Daily Caller was
founded in 2010 by Tucker
Carlson. We feature politics,
sports, and entertainment

reporting to an audience of
roughly 50 million.

http://dailycaller.com/
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¢ The Betsy Riot

_ MANAGE ()
Typically replies in minutes

@ So like a sports publication?

| cover national campaigns and
politics

I'd like to know how you obtained
the contact list for the
campaign? Also, | can't see how

you sent out the information
from your website. How did you
give supporters the mailing lists?

Also, what is your definition of
“‘gun-pushing legislation?"

We have a mole in the NRA who
shared the list with us. We met
at midnight in a parking garage
in D.C. It was a little irritating
because we had to wait for a
couple of Washington Post
reporters to finish with their
secret contact and open a space
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The Betsy Riot

Typically replies in minutes

MANAGE

in D.C. It was a little irritating
because we had to wait for a
couple of Washington Post
reporters to finish with their
secret contact and open a space
up for us. It's aridiculously busy
parking garage. Butthat's D.C, |
guess. And once we got the
info, we delivered it to our
followers via passenger pigeon.

So here's what we will say bout
this.

Sharing graphic gunshot wounds
is a controversial thing. Itis also
truth.

The ugly reality behind the
polemical and legislative aiding
and abetting of the gun industry
is unpleasant. But it needs to be
faced and acknowledged.
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Typically replies in minutes

No one wants to look at pictures
of gunshot victims. No one
wanted to look at Emmett Till's
open casket either.

How do the politicians targeted

in the campaign aid and abet the
gun industry?

Here is the text that was
included in the cards. Those
recipients objecting to the cards
seem uninterested in sharing
this part:

“The NRA gives the gift of
nonfatal gunshot wounds like
these to 100,000 Americans per
year.

Your continued support of ‘guns
everywhere’ legislation is directly

responsible for this health
enideminr
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¢ The Betsy Riot

. MANAGE ()
Typically replies in minutes

epidemic.

In your heart, do you honestly
believe this is what Jesus
wants?

Shame on you for dishonoring
Jesus Christ with your support
of gun-pushing legislation.

—The Betsy Riot

The Betsy Riot is a decentralized
' movement that nonviolently
@ opposes gun culture”

Your campaign includes pictures
of victims of self-inflicted
gunshot wounds. What gains

would your group like to make
with respect to mental health
issues?

Saaaay...you're not a sports
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¢ The Betsy Riot

. MANAGE ()
Typically replies in minutes

Saaaay...you're not a sports
: publication at all, are you? Now
@ I'm suspicious.

| cover national campaigns and
politics

Why would they send a political
reporter to cover this? Shouldn't
they send an emergency room

physician to cover this instead?
Or an epidemiologist-someone
who covers epidemics? Do you

iEE guys have anyone like that on

staff?

Emergency room physicians are

notorious for covering political
groups who target politicians.

@ What do you mean notorious?
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¢ The Betsy Riot

Typically replies in minutes

Did you have a comment on
mental health issues?
@ Why do you ask?

Your campaign includes pictures
of victims of self-inflicted
gunshot wounds. What gains
would your group like to make
with respect to mental health
issues?

MANAGE ()

I'm not sure | understand your
question.

I'm looking at our Facebook
, description of the part about
@ mental health...hold on...

your video mentions suicide, and
you feature suicide victims in

your mailer, do you have a
position on mental health and
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¢ The Betsy Riot
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MANAGE ()

your video mentions suicide, and
you feature suicide victims in
your mailer, do you have a
position on mental health and
how it should affect gun
possession?

for

@ Are you reporting or debating?

I'm interviewing you about an
aspect of a letter-writing
campaign.

do you have a position?
Do you?
@ I'm thinking yes.

| didn't launch a national letter

writing campaign that featured
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MANAGE ()

| didn't launch a national letter
writing campaign that featured
suicide victims

what is your goal with this
campaign?

Hey, does Tucker still wear those
dorky bow ties, or did he give
that up after John Stewart
mocked him on TV about them?
Do you know? | mean, does
Tucker show up and hang
around the office from time to
time as a moral booster for the
little people? Wait. Do you even
have offices or is this a
telecommute kind of gig?

What is your goal with this
campaign?

Have you read our Facebook

mnamna'a Aanarintiand
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. MANAGE ()
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: Have you read our Facebook
@ page's description?
| have. I'm looking for specifics,
like "this bill needs to go," or
something.

: Why are you not answering my
@ question about Tucker Carlson?

because I'm asking you about
your campaign.

what specifics would your group
like to accomplish?

I'm not sure you actually have
read anything we've posted
about ourselves. The words that
pops up most notably are
‘change" and "culture.”
Well...okay. The word “fuck"
shows up a lot, too. I'll concede
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¢ The Betsy Riot

Typically replies in minutes

MANAGE (3)

the entire reason your group
claims to exist is to fight fun-
related deaths, so | felt it would
be a good place to start.

gun-related*

@ Please cite your source.

http://www.betsyriot.com/

“'al

the BETSY RIOT

punk patriotism | gun culture sabotage
decentralized civil disobedience against the
gun lobby

ot.com
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The Betsy Riot

_ MANAGE ()
Typically replies in minutes

Right. See, what I'm seeing in
our description is that we are
fighting culture.

Why aren't you asking about
culture? |s there a culture
reporter at your publication?

what do you want to change it
to?

I'm just asking cause you don't
mention culture in the letters you
write.

What letters?

you mention specific bills

Where?

In the letters, you know, in the

letter writing campaian I'm
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¢ The Betsy Riot

_ MANAGE ()
Typically replies in minutes

yuud rnicniuuwl spcuiiv vino

@ Where?

In the letters, you know, in the
letter writing campaign I'm
asking you about.

@ We're decentralized.

other than the official printout

that your group hosts on your
drop box page

What do you mean?

@ The stickers?

1:41 PM
Just read your article. I'm

: stunned. There's absolutely
@ nothing about sports in it. D
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