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EXCLUSIVE: United Way Worldwide Delivers
Otero County to the Gun Control Wolves

Posted at 8:40 pm on August 30, 2016 by Jenn Jacques

Do you donate to the United Way? You need to read this before you write
your next check.
Who knew one law-abiding group of people trying to raise money for their
community could be so hated?
When the Otero County (NM) United Way started their 2017 Calendar Gun
Raﬄe with the hopes of raising $150,000 for their community, the backlash
was swift… and highly suspect. Intent on shutting down a fellow New
Mexico United Way campaign, the President-Elect of the Santa Fe United
Way, Miranda Viscoli, wrote a letter to the United Way Worldwide (UWW)
urging them to shut down Otero County’s campaign.
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Viscoli said, “It’s unconscionable. It has nothing to do with what United
Way is about. They’re paving the road for other United Way branches to
hold raﬄes.”
Interesting, since over a dozen other United Way chapters also hold gun
raﬄes to raise money for their communities. Of course she knows this, but
that doesn’t fit her agenda… so onto the spin we go.
After United Way Worldwide suspended the Otero County gun raﬄe,
Viscoli told KRQE, “There seems to be a disconnect between their mission
and their fundraising tactics. The very items that they are choosing to raﬄe
will go back into the communities already hurt by gun violence against
women and children.”
Ultimately, United Way Worldwide reviewed the facts of the case and
concluded Otero County was operating within their bylaws and New
Mexico state laws, prompting them to lift their suspension on August 13th.
“For Ms. Viscoli, jeopardizing funding for charity and wasting law
enforcement resources were no hurdles to pursuing her own personal antigun vendetta,” a representative from the NRA-ILA commented.
United Way Worldwide spokesman Ryan Powers said, “It’s an internal
membership discussion. I’ve seen the statement and we don’t have
anything more to add to the statement. It’s an internal membership
discussion and we’d prefer to keep it at that.”
But since this is a story of how gun control supporters won’t stop
until they get their way, it doesn’t end there…
Ms. Viscoli seems less interested in protecting “the United Way brand” as
she claimed publicly, and more interested in promoting the other cause
she’s aﬃliated with personally: New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence.
This was not a brilliant place to pick a gun control fight. Even the
Democratic Party in Otero County used a rifle as a rifle prize. A rifle raﬄe.
And Democrats in New Mexico have generally been advocates for gun
rights.
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The United Way’s own members, specifically Santa Fe United Way’s ChairElect Miranda Viscoli, have since continued to make this “internal
discussion” a public matter despite being instructed by UWW to keep a lid
on it.
So let’s just blow the lid oﬀ it, shall we?
One week after UWW lifted the suspension of Otero County United Way’s
gun raﬄe, Viscoli teamed up with her NMPGV Co-President Valerie Plame,
who is among Hillary Clinton’s September fundraisers, to issue a very
public response to UWW’s decision.
Their August 20th op-ed “When United Way’s Mission is Incompatible With
Their Actions” was an all-out assault against both the organization and our
constitutional right to bear arms.
“Many of us who have supported the United Way for years are deeply
embarrassed by and for the organization. And, we pray that these violent
weapons being unleashed on our communities by the United Way will not
become instruments of mayhem in the 91 deaths that occur as a result of
gun violence in our county every day*.”
*I could find absolutely no data to support Plame and Viscoli’s claim of “91
deaths” in their “county every day” as a result of gun violence as published
in their op-ed against Otero County United Way’s gun raﬄe. According to
FBI statistics, even if all murders committed with guns in 2014 had
occurred in the state of New Mexico, that comes out to 22 deaths per day
before dividing them up between NM’s 33 counties.
UWW issued a statement from CEO Brian Gallagher to all chapters the
next day to address the situation, which read in part, “These matters are
always handled with sensitivity and confidentiality out of respect for the
United Way involved; therefore we will share only what is needed to know
at this time.”
Although UWW’s public response to the controversy stirred up by Viscoli
has been to ask those concerned to respect their decision to address
Otero County’s fundraising eﬀorts as an ongoing ‘internal membership
discussion’, other chapters have been allowed to blatantly ignore that
request.
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As the Otero County United Way board honored the gag order issued by
UWW, they became the silent target of countless disturbing voicemails,
faxes, even emails – not only from people hearing the story solely from
Viscoli’s biased view, but also from fellow United Way chapters shaming
them for their “callous, ignorant decision to continue with this raﬄe”. In
fact, in one (now deleted) Tweet, the United Way of North Central Florida
claimed Otero County was in violation of United Way bylaws:

Despite UWW’s list of talking points for chapters to refer to when asked
about the Otero County matter both internally as well as in the media, one
chapter just couldn’t stop talking: Santa Fe.
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From feeding reporters at the Los Angeles Times to involving
politicians like Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) and rallying groups like
Betsy Riot and New Mexicans for Bernie Sanders, they formed a
united front to take down Otero County’s gun raﬄe.
And still, UWW continues to turn a blind eye to the fact that Ms. Viscoli’s
position with New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence is a clear conflict of
interest with her duties as Chair-Elect of the Santa Fe United Way chapter,
especially since she’s using her positions to attack both another chapter
and the United Way as a whole.
Here’s proof: the NMPGV Facebook page is oozing with allegations and
flat out attacks against the United Way.
From claiming “the United Way bought the guns” for an AR-15 raﬄe to
raise money for a fallen Hatch, NM oﬃcer (they did not):
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To claiming “the winner will sell that firearm for cash” and insinuating the
firearms will be sold to criminals with “unsafe hands”:
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To posting UWW CEO Brian Gallagher’s information in a call-to-arms,
telling people the “pressure is working” and directing them to “keep calling
and emailing” the United Way:
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Interestingly enough, she’s bold enough to list herself as the owner of the
New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence Facebook page.

Ouch.
Can you imagine how long you’d keep your position if you did this to your
boss? Unless he was a willing participant in the big picture goal of the
agenda, of course.
Continuing to Speak Out of Both Sides of Their Mouth
As Viscoli continued to push her gun control agenda personally,
professionally she saw the Santa Fe chapter issue yet another statement
on August 26th, this time claiming to be innocent victims in the battle
against Otero County, claiming, “Recently, we have been thrust into the
discussion of guns in our community.” This in an interesting claim,
considering Miranda Viscoli is solely responsible for igniting this
“discussion” where there was none previously.

9

“A United Way organization in southeastern New Mexico has launched a
fundraising event that includes raﬄing over 100 firearms, including a
military-grade assault rifle and a sniper rifle. We adamantly oppose United
Way fundraising eﬀorts that include this type of raﬄe.
Increased access to guns, especially military-grade weapons, is in direct
conflict to our mission.”
Speaking of the United Way’s mission, within the statement UWW CEO
Brian Gallagher issued to all chapters is a very telling line. In it, he said:
“Through our discussions with Otero and others, it became apparent to us
that this issue was perhaps occurring in a few other isolated instances
throughout our network. We are therefore taking the necessary, but
immediate, steps to further clarify the bylaws around this issue so that we
can operate with consistency network-wide moving forward.”
That’s right, the United Way Worldwide Chief Executive Oﬃcer claimed he
had no prior knowledge of any other United Way ever using firearms in
their fundraising eﬀorts. No knowledge of this. None. Nada.
Now, let’s use Google, shall we?
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Kennett Chapter of the United Way in Dunklin, Missouri routinely
holds gun raﬄes as part of its fundraising eﬀorts.
The Nolan County United Way in Sweetwater, Texas has also raised
money this way for years.
Southwestern Energy conducted a firearms raﬄe for Wyoming
County United Way in connection with its “Marcellus Sporting Clays
Shoot” in 2013.
The Danville Plant of Caterpillar raised$32,000 for the Danville,
Kentucky Chapter of the United Way, at least partially through
the auction of a “Golden Boy Rifle”.
Currently, the United Way Volunteer Center of the Greater St. Louis
United Way promotes, and encourages sponsorship for, a firearm
raﬄe for one of its recipient agencies, Emmanus Homes.
In 2015, the United Way of Randolph County announced that it had
reached its $155,000 fundraising goal from events “such as a gun
raﬄe and community fundraising challenge”.
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•

Marathon Petroleum conducts an annual trap shoot in Robinson,
Illinois called, most recently, the “10th Annual United Way Trap
Shoot” in which participants “bid on live and silent auctions to win
hunting items,” and “vied for ownership of a new gun” to benefit the
local United Way. They have also sponsored many other firearmsrelated fundraisers for the United Way including a four-day skeet
shoot in Texas.

Does anyone truly believe United Way Worldwide had no prior knowledge
of any of these events before the Santa Fe Chair-Elect put Otero County in
her crosshairs?
Not likely.
Their Way Is United Against Gun Rights
It’s no coincidence that Ms. Viscoli’s gun control group’s co-president is an
avid Hillary supporter and it’s no secret Mrs. Bill Clinton is running her
presidential campaign on gun control. Viscoli and Plame are clearly
jockeying for a possible position with the administration if Clinton wins in
November, and United Way Worldwide is a willing backseat driver in their
race to the White House.
If you’re a gun owner, a Second Amendment supporter or a
Constitutionalist, I strongly urge you to not only take the United Way
Worldwide’s actions here in consideration the next time your local United
Way asks you for a donation, but to tell others how they’re allowing one of
their own to be served up as a sacrificial lamb to the gun control agenda.
I’ll leave you with my open response to the United Way Worldwide:
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